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Seattle 



>nald Trump and others like him have reacted to the establishment 
the counterculture Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone (CHAZ) in 
>t Seattle as any good Nazi would. To Trump, the CHAZ, which 
Lsts within six blocks of Seattle's traditional gay and anti-war 
»trict, is occupied by "antifa," a non-existent organization of 
Timunists, anarchists, terrorists, and whatever, which are only 
:ive in the limited mindset of the far-right. The CHAZ was 
dared by its residents in the wake of nationwide Black Lives 
Matter protests after the police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. Trump vowed to wrest back control of 
CHAZ with federal troops if Seattle Mayor Jenny Durken and Washington Governor Jay Inslee failed to act. In 
response, Durken called the occupied area a "block party" and told Trump to go back to his bunker. By June 12, 
Capitol Hill residential leaders were negotiating with the Seattle Police to permit them back into their East 
Precinct headquarters, which they vacated during massive protests. 


The East Precinct police officers were run out of their building after they used flash bang grenades, pepper 
spray, and blast balls on demonstrators. CHAZ residents, who appeared to have appointed former mayoral 
candidate Nikkita Oliver as the spokesperson for their town hall-based collective government, want the Seattle 
Police Department to be disestablished in the same way that Camden, New Jersey abolished its own and 
started anew with a revamped force. 

The CHAZ's boundaries are marked by numerous signs that read "You Are Entering Free Capitol Hill" and 
"You are now leaving the USA." 

Seattle's Capitol Hill district has a number of counterparts around the United States and the world. These 
include East Greenwich Village in New York, Adams Morgan and Takoma Park in Washington, DC, East 
Hollywood in Los Angeles, Capitol Avenue in Austin, and perhaps, the most well-known counterculture 
neighborhood in America, Haight-Ashbury in San Francisco, the birthplace of the hippie movement. In the 
wake of the declaration of CHAZ, protesters have established similar free zones in cities around the country, 
including the "Nashville Autonomous Zone," located in a plaza just south of the Tennessee State Capitol and 
re-named "Ida B. Wells Plaza." Tennessee's Republican Governor Bill Lee, acting in the same mode as Trump, 
vowed he would eliminate the Nashville Autonomous Zone. In Oregon, Portland Police blocked an attempt to 
create an autonomous zone there, as did the police in Asheville, North Carolina. 

Seattle's Capitol Hill district has long been the scene of anti-establishment fervor. It was at the heart of the anti- 
World Trade Organization protest in 1999 and later, the Occupy Seattle protests that were part of the Occupy 
Wall Street movement. 
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The most famous autonomous free zone in the world is Freetown Christiania, located on 19 acres in the heart 


of Copenhagen. It was established in 1971 on the grounds of a 
vacated military base. Protesters upset with the high cost of housing 
in the city took over the grounds and established their own free city. 
The main leader of the Christiania commune was journalist Jacob 
Ludvigsen, the publisher of 
Hovedbladet (The Main Paper). Ludvigsen wrote: 


The objective of Christiania is to create a self-governing society whereby 
each and every individual holds themselves responsible over the well being 
of the entire community. Our society is to be economically self-sustaining 
and, as such , our aspiration is to be steadfast in our conviction that 
psychological and physical destitution can be averted. 


In 2004, Denmark's Conservative government declared Christinia's "autonomy" to be illegal. In 2007, 
Copenhagen police entered Christania in force. Tear gas was used on the commune's resistance forces. One 
protester doused a police commander with a bucket of urine and feces. Over 50 Christiania protesters were 
arrested. In an agreement with the government, Christiania residents were given the option to buy their 
properties or leave the commune. Today, Christinia is known for its cannabis shops and top-notch cafes and 
restaurants. In fact, Christiania has exercised a no-tolerance policy on the open selling of drugs, biker gangs, 
and Islamist extremists and has been willing to work with the Politiets Aktionsstyrke, a special police tactical 
unit, to keep the peace in Christiania. Danish law is now enforced in the zone. However, Christiania still retains 
its own flag, which flies in the zone in the absence of the Danish flag. 

The spirit of Christiania is very much present in CHAZ. There already proposals in Seattle to "institutionalize" 
the CHAZ. 


If the experience of Christiania extends to Seattle, which has a strong Scandinavian influence, it can be expected 
that the city and police will work out an accommodation with the CHAZ. That is, unless people like Trump and 
his neo-Nazis have their way. CHAZ protesters have already experienced one of their own being shot by a 
right-wing motorist who also attempted to drive into an assembled crowd of demonstrators. After Fox News 
was caught digitally altering video to show CHAZ protesters with guns, 

CHAZ residents chased out a local Fox News team from their zone. 

Other autonomous zones around the world have been met with mixed 
results. 

Exarcheia in Athens, Free Derry in Northern Ireland, and the Paris 
Commune of 1871 all rose and fell. In Mexico's Chiapas state, the Rebel 
Zapatista Autonomous Municipalities (MANEZ) continue to exist in an 
uneasy truce with the federal government. France has several Zones to 
Defend or ZADs scattered across ther country in Notre-Dame-des- 
Landes, north of Nantes; Rouen; Decines-Charpieu; and Roybon. Disestablished ZADs include L'Amassada, 
Bure, Moulin, and Testet. 
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